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President’s Message 

By Barbara Erlandson 

Springtime as a Virginia Master Naturalist means 
many things.  In addition to trees budding, 
flowers blooming, longer days and milder 
weather, it also means that a number of 
individuals will have reached a milestone in their 
work.  April 22 will be the 12th class completing 
the intense educational part of the journey to 
become master naturalists.  After 13 to 15 
sessions, a midterm, final, lab practicum, and 
fieldwork, they are ready for the next step … 
working towards certification.   And spring is a 
great time to do volunteer work and CE for 
certification.  Stream monitoring, trails 
maintenance, and bluebird box monitoring all 
begin in the spring.   Also, many CE events start 
up in the spring.  So, join me in offering 
congratulations to the current class … and to the 
many VMN members that have reached 
certification, recertification, and volunteer 
service milestones.   
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The Living Legacy Project Native Plant 
Trail Dedication Ceremony Held at 
Banshee Reeks  

By Susan Sims 

Ninety-five native trees were planted at Banshee 
Reeks in November as part of the The Living 
Legacy Project, focused on commemorating 
soldiers that perished in one of the most defining 
moments in American history – the American 
Civil War. On Saturday, April 15, the community 
gathered to dedicate these trees and 
acknowledge the tremendous work it took to 
implement this project.  

The dedication ceremony featured a keynote 
speech by Loudoun County Supervisor Geary 

SAVE THE DATES! 
Upcoming Banshee Reeks Volunteer Days 

200th!!! - Saturday, May 20th 

Saturday, June 17th  

NWFCU Milkweed Sale 

Saturday, May 13th 

Pollinator Celebration at Banshee Reeks 
Saturday, June 24th 

http://www.vmnbansheereeks.org/
mailto:vmnbansheereeks@gmail.com
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Higgins, as well as stories of the fallen, and a 
performance of the National Anthem by local 
students from Briar Woods High School. This 
project was accomplished through partnerships 
with Journey Through Hallowed Ground; 
Loudoun County Parks, Recreation and 
Community Services; Banshee Reeks Nature 
Preserve; and Virginia Master Naturalists. 

 

Geary Higgins at the dedication ceremony 

VMNer Leslie Ashman spearheaded this project 
and worked with Banshee Reeks staff, Ron Circe 
and Julie Paul to identify a location for a new 
trail and native trees suitable for the location.  

A thousand-foot trail was created by Banshee 
Reeks staff, overlooking Bull Run Mountain. 
Volunteers planted multiple native species, 
including white oak, black gum, sassafras and the 
Virginia state tree – flowering dogwood. Each 
tree will be geo-tagged by volunteers, and is 
associated with a Civil War soldier that died 
during the war.  

The Living Legacy Project is planting one tree for 
each of the more than 620,000 casualties of the 
American Civil War over a 180-mile scenic 
byway from Gettysburg to Monticello. Following 
the planting at Banshee Reeks, the project has 
planted over 5,000 trees.  

The project was made possible by help from 
many VMN and community volunteers, and staff 
from multiple organizations. Special thanks to 
Banshee Reeks staff; VMNers Leslie Ashman, 
Susan Sims, Bill Cour, Jonathan Kauffman, Frank 
McLaughlin, and Sue Robinson; current VMNers 
in training Jody Brady, Wendy Cook, Karla Etten, 

Renee Kitt, Carol Matheny, Mike Sanders and 
Conrad Varblow; volunteers Angela Hepola, 
Caitlin Marcotte, and Sangam Pullikut; the 
Aeromodelers Association; and Journey Through 
Hallowed Ground Chief Operating Officer 
Michelle Burrelli.   

The Journey Through Hallowed Ground 
Partnership is a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to raising awareness of this region and 
encouraging Americans and world visitors to 
appreciate, respect and experience this rich 
cultural landscape through education and 
heritage tourism. Visit HallowedGround.org for 
more information. 

Audubon At Home Ambassador 
Orientation 

By Anne Owen 

On March 4, Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy held 
an Orientation day for new Ambassadors of the 
Audubon at Home program. The event was held 
at Watermark Woods and we were delighted to 
welcome nearly a dozen new volunteers at least 
half of whom were graduated or trainee Virginia 
Master Naturalists. 

 

Students at the AAH orientation 

The goal of the AAH program is to help property 
owners to conserve and restore local natural 
habitat and biodiversity for the benefit of NoVa 
native fauna. Ambassadors are primarily 
educators and provide advice on how to provide 
the basics for wildlife - shelter, water and food – 
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on properties that can range from a balcony in a 
condo development to a multi-acre rural spread 
to a school or place of worship in an urban 
setting. In return, the property owner is asked to 
sign the ‘Healthy Yard Pledge’ to support birds 
and other wildlife on their property. 

At the heart of the program is identifying how 
the addition of native plants on a property can 
improve the habitat for local native wildlife at 
the various stages of their lifecycle. As it turns 
out, improving habitat for one groups of species 
will often attract others too. For example, as 
adults, Swallowtail butterflies need nectar 
sources such as Coneflower and Milkweed as 
well as water, while their caterpillars need 
shrubs and tree like Pawpaw for the Zebra 
Swallowtail or Spicebush and Sassafras in the 
case of the Spicebush Swallowtail. Those same 
nectar sources will also attract other pollinators 
and in turn, those can become valuable sources 
of food for birds! Fortunately, there are extensive 
and excellent resources available online and 
elsewhere to help Ambassadors pull together 
their recommendations and the research is fun. 

The program places a big emphasis on 
encouraging owners to use plants that are native 
to our area of Northern Virginia, because, as 
VMNers will understand, those plants have co-
evolved with our local fauna and provide the 
richest nourishment, perfectly timed 
(historically, at least!) to coincide with breeding 
and migration cycles. In fact, Audubon at Home 
draws on many topics from the VMN training 
curriculum, including Ecology, Botany, 
Dendrology, Ornithology, Invertebrates and 
more. 

Managing your own property for wildlife and 
encouraging and helping others to do the same is 
a great example of ‘Think Global, Act Local’. 

If you would to find out more about providing 
habitat for wildlife on your own property or 
becoming an Audubon at Home Ambassador, 
please contact Ann Garvey at 
agarvey@loudounwildlife.org for more 
information. The AAH Orientation counts 
towards CE and you can count Ambassador 
activities as Volunteer hours for VMN.  

Prairie Falcon 
By Bryan Henson 

In our last issue of Bug Bytes, Anne wrote an 
article about Peregrine Falcons.  In the last 
month, the Northern Virginia area has had a 
surprise related visitor – a Prairie Falcon (Falco 
mexicanus). The visitor was first reported March 
25th, 2017.  Word spread fast via GroupMe (a 
group text messaging application) and VA-Bird 
(an email list-sever).  Birders from all over 
Virginia and surrounding states have rushed to 
Alexandria to see the bird.  This sighting is the 
first record of a Prairie Falcon in Virginia ever.  
As you can probably guess from the common 
name, the Prairie Falcon is generally seen on the 
prairies of the west.  Even in the west, it is not a 
commonly seen bird. 

One interesting question about this bird remains 
– how did it end up here?  There are no signs of it 
being a Falconer’s bird (e.g. jesses), so we believe 
it is possibly a wild bird, but it is 500 to 1000 
miles out of its typical range. 

If you are interested in seeing the falcon (which 
is still being seen almost every day), its location 
is best captured by this eBird Hotspot - 
http://ebird.org/ebird/hotspot/L3973654 .  It’s 
regularly seen sitting in the towers of the old 
power plant – sometimes it is visible from the 
river side and sometimes from the train track 
side. 

For additional information about the falcon, 
watch this informative video that William Young 
and Ashley Bradford put together:  
https://youtu.be/Mn9LoWHmT7E 

 

Prairie Falcon in Alexandria, VA 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Prairie_Falcon/id
http://ebird.org/ebird/hotspot/L3973654
https://youtu.be/Mn9LoWHmT7E
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Save the Date! 2017 Statewide VMN 
Conference: September 15 – 17  

Northern Virginia 4-H Educational Center 

Front Royal, VA  

Join fellow VMN volunteers to share ideas and 
learn from each other, participate in high-quality 
continuing education sessions, and learn about 
another region of Virginia. It's a time and place 
to recognize and reward volunteers and chapters 
for all their efforts. Learn more at 
http://bit.ly/2pGg4Z2.  

Calling all VMN Chapter 
Photographers – Represent Banshee 
Reeks Chapter 

The 2017 Statewide Virginia Master Naturalist 
Conference will take place September 15 – 17 in 
Front Royal, VA, and features a photo contest to 
celebrate the talented photographers that are 
part of the VMN chapters. We’re looking for 
interesting and creative pictures to represent the 
Banshee Reeks Chapter in the upcoming contest.  

Chapters may submit one photo each to three 
separate categories:  

- Virginia flora, fauna and other species  

- Virginia landscapes and habitats 

- Virginia Master Naturalists in Action 

Think you have what it takes to represent our 
chapter?  

Please submit your digital photos to 
vmnbansheereeks@gmail.com and include the 
following: 

- Date of photo 

- Species in the photo, if applicable 

- Location of photo taken  

The VMN Board will choose one photo for each 
category, and those photos will go on to 
represent Banshee Reeks Chapter in the contest. 
All submissions are due by Wednesday, July 5, 
2017 to provide time for review, selection and 
submission.  

Photos are an important part of documenting 
findings in the field, species identification and 
communicating the mission of VMNs to others. 
Thank you for your time and submissions. Good 
luck! 

 

Spring Beauty (Claytonia virginica) and  

Twinleaf (Jeffersonia diphylla) 

Spring Wildflower Walk 

By Bryan Henson 

In spring, Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy offers 
spring wildflower walks.  This year, Allison and I 
attended the wildflower walk led by John 
DeMary at Ball’s Bluff Battlefield Regional Park.  
It was a lovely spring day and we got to see a ton 
of native wildflowers, including: 

 Spring Beauty (Claytonia virginica) 

 Trillium sessile 

 Twinleaf (Jeffersonia diphylla) 

 Virginia Bluebells (Mertensia virginica) 

 Shooting Star (Dodecatheon meadia) 

 Dutchman's Breeches (Dicentra cucullaria) 

 Squirrel Corn (Dicentra canadensis) 

 Blue Cohosh (Caulophyllum thalictroides) 

 Wild Ginger (Asarum canadense) 

 White Trout Lily (Erythronium albidum) 

http://bit.ly/2pGg4Z2
mailto:vmnbansheereeks@gmail.com
https://loudounwildlife.org/
https://www.novaparks.com/parks/balls-bluff-battlefield-regional-park
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 Bloodroot (Sanguinaria Canadensis) 

 Bird’s foot Violet (Viola pedata) 

 Bluet (Houstonia caerulea) 

 Rock cress (Arabis pycnocarpa) 

 Rue Anenome (Thalictrum thalictroides) 

 Squaw root (Conopholis americana) 

 Columbine (Aquilegia Canadensis) 

 Early saxifrage (Saxifraga virginiesis) 

Member Spotlight – Jane Yocom 

With Sheila Montalvan 

Thank you to Jane Yocom who has agreed to be in 
this issue’s Member Spotlight. 

How long have you been involved with the 
Virginia Master Naturalist Program, and what is 
your capacity (title?) now?  How did you hear 
about the program?  What projects have you 
worked on, i.e., guides, training, etc., etc.   

While working an Outreach Booth for the 
Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy, I visited the VMN 
booth and met Frank McLaughlin. He told me all 
about Virginia Master Naturalists and sparked 
my interest in the program. I started my VMN 
training in 2010, graduated and became certified 
in May 2011.  

I have served as Class Liaison, Board of Directors 
member, President, Past President and Training 
Committee Chair. I am currently the Chair of the 
Volunteer Service Projects Committee. 

Family:  do you have a spouse and children, grand-
children?  Pets?  What is your background, besides 
the VMN program?  When did your interest in 
nature begin? 

I am married with two grown children, and have 
a dog named Tankie.  I am also a long-time 
member and volunteer for the Loudoun Wildlife 
Conservancy. I grew up on a farm in 
Pennsylvania and spent lots of time outdoors. I 
learned a lot about nature, especially birds and 
plants, from my father. 

What aspects of being a naturalist are your 
favorite?  Is there a particular area that you enjoy 

(or are more knowledgeable about) than another; 
i.e., geology, birds, insects, etc.? 

My favorite part of being a VMN is spending 
purposeful time outdoors – not just sitting on the 
porch or doing yard work but engaging in citizen 
science projects like bird counts or surveys and 
leading groups on various walks and sharing my 
love of nature with others. My favorite area of 
interest is birds. I enjoy participating in the 
Christmas Bird Counts, the current Breeding 
Bird Atlas, monitoring bluebird trails, Project 
FeederWatch, and leading bird walks. 

Any words of encouragement for the new VMN 
students enrolled in this years’ class? 

I would encourage our new class members (and 
other members as well) to get involved in an on-
going volunteer effort. Make new friends! Use 
the knowledge you’ve learned in your classes to 
make a difference. Share your knowledge and 
enthusiasm with others.  

Knowledge is worth nothing if it is not shared. 

 

Jane in Panama for a recent birding trip 
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A Natural History:  Herma Albertson 
Bagley  

By Sheila Montalvan 

Many of us are familiar with the male naturalists:  
John Muir, Charles Darwin, and Henry David 
Thoreau all come to mind.  Women naturalists 
may not be as well-known as the men, but 
nonetheless have played an important role in the 
natural sciences.   One of the first female 
naturalists was Herma Albertson Bagley (1896-
1981).  Born in Iowa, she was educated at the 
University of Iowa and received a degree in 
botany.  She spent a summer at Yellowstone 
National Park as a “pillow puncher” (concession 
employee) at the Old Faithful Lodge for the 
Yellowstone Park Company.  While there, Herma 
assisted in creating the first nature trail to Old 
Faithful, and was a guide and lecturer on the trail 
for several years.  As a botanist, she also took it 
upon herself to document the plants in the park 
and create wildflower gardens. 

 

Herma Bagley 

Herma Albertson Baggley Papers, Yellowstone 
National Park Archives 

Since the park was only open in the summer at 
that time, Herma taught high school science and 
was eventually offered a graduate fellowship in 
the botany department at the University of 
Idaho.  After she received her master’s degree, 
she began teaching full time in the botany 
department at the University of Idaho.  In May of 
1931, Herma was offered the position of the first 

woman Junior Park Ranger Naturalist at 
Yellowstone.  During that time she authored and 
illustrated “more than twenty-two articles for 
National Park Service publications, including 
“Yellowstone Nature Notes,” and co-authored a 
book entitled “The Flowers of Yellowstone 
National Park”, which is still used today. 

According to her biography on the National Park 
Service’s website, Herma was responsible for 
first identifying the rubber boa snake. 

When the National Park Women’s Organization 
was established in 1952, Herma was asked to 
lead the group on a national level.  The 
Organization worked with the National Park 
Service in accordance with the Mission 66 
Program to modernize park facilities throughout 
the United States.   One of the major goals was to 
complete the upgrades in time for the Park 
Service's 50th anniversary in 1966.  Housing for 
employees of the parks was particularly in need 
of improvement. 

Herma married another Ranger at Yellowstone, 
George Baggley, and they had one daughter, Ruth 
Ann.  Today, the University of Idaho offers the 
“Herma Albertson Botany Scholarship on an 
annual basis for undergraduates majoring in 
biological sciences.  Colorado State University, 
where George began his degree in forestry, offers 
The George F. and Herma A. Baggley Graduate 
Scholarship on an annual basis to professionals 
who desire to return to graduate school with a 
major in forestry, wildlife or natural resources.” 

In March 2016, Herma Albertson Baggley was 
recognized as one of the “Outstanding Women 
for Wilderness” by the Wilderness Society in 
celebration of Women’s History Month. 

Sources: 

https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/historyculture 

National Parks and the Woman's Voice: A 
History.  By Polly Welts Kaufman. University of 
New Mexico Press. 2006, 352 pp.   

https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/historyculture
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COMMITTEE CORNER 

Volunteer Service Projects Committee 

Chair:  Jane Yocom 

Happy Spring! The weather is getting nicer every 
day. What better time to get outside and 
volunteer. There are so many non-profit agencies 
in our area that could use a few (or more) hours 
of your time. No matter what your skill level or 
area of interest – it’s out there waiting for you. 

At the beginning of each month the Volunteer 
Service Committee will provide a diverse list of 
volunteer opportunities in our community. Pick 
one or more that interest you and lend a 
hand.  And, don’t forget to add your hours to the 
VMS. You can include any travel time in your 
volunteer hours. Mileage is now optional. 

Historian 

Suzanne DeSaix 

VMN Banshee Reeks is looking for a new 
Historian.  The Historian is essential to 
maintaining the historical record of our chapter, 
primarily through photos of social events and 
the great volunteer work performed, but also to 
maintain an archive of key chapter records.  A 
project to create a digital version of our 
scrapbook was recently begun and would benefit 
from the attention of a dedicated (and much 
appreciated!) volunteer. 

In the meantime, please be sure to send photos 
of your volunteer activities to Suzanne DeSaix at  
sumatkai@yahoo.com.  

Communications/Newsletter Committee 

Chair:  Bryan Henson 

We hope that you’re enjoying our new and 
improved website, www.bansheereeks.org .  
Please also check out our VMN-Banshee Reeks 
Chapter Facebook group.  If you haven’t yet 
joined, please do! We’re always looking for 
article contributions to the website, so 
remember that writing and research time 
count as VMN Volunteer Hours! 

Outreach Committee 

Chair:  Vacant 

Brian Meyerreicks has taken over as the 
Outreach Committee chairperson.  He is looking 
for volunteers to help staff upcoming events 
throughout the year, including the native plant 
sales. 

Host Committee 

Chair: Debbie Crew 

Save the date!  The Annual VMN Banshee Reeks 
Summer Picnic is Sunday, August 13, 2017 from 
1:00-4:00 pm!  We are thankfully accepting 
contributions for the Raffle and Silent Auction 
fundraiser.  Contact Debbie Crew for further 
information - debcrew@comcast.net . 

Membership Committee 

Chair:  Frank McLaughlin 

It’s April … time to crank up the Membership 
machine to bring in the next group of students.  
We reach out through various media with press 
releases.  The outreach committee spreads the 
word at various events.  And we reach out to our 
community partners to ensure that their 
members are aware of the Master Naturalist 
program.   

The membership committee also identifies and 
commemorates key events for VMNrs… 
graduation, certification and recertification, and 
volunteer hour milestones (one member reached 
the 2,500 hour volunteer service level as of 
December 31).  In April, we will honor both the 
new class and the 34 members that have reached 
a new level in their work.  All awards will be 
handed out at this year’s graduation ceremony 
on April 22nd.  Congratulations to all!!    

Continuing Education Committee 

Chair:  Bill Cour 

The Continuing Education (CE) Committee 
works to identify and provide opportunities for 
chapter members to earn the CE hours they need 
to achieve/maintain certification. In addition to 
classes that the chapter itself offers, we post 

mailto:sumatkai@yahoo.com
http://www.bansheereeks.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/85938625582/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/85938625582/
mailto:debcrew@comcast.net
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listings of CE opportunities with other chapters 
and with organizations such as Loudoun Wildlife 
Conservancy, the Audubon Naturalist Society, 
the Virginia Native Plant Society, etc.  If you have 
a class that you would like to offer for the 
chapter, or you see an event that you think 
would be a CE opportunity, or there is a topic on 
which you would really like the chapter to 
present a class, contact Bill Cour 
(wmkcour@gmail.com ) or Ron 
(ron.circe@loudoun.gov ). 

Training Committee 

Chair: Sue Robinson  

The training committee is planning for the final 
class, practicum and graduation on April 
22.  Several of the current class are members of 
the class and have helped with changes that they 
feel should be done to the program and tests.  A 
full inventory and organizing of materials will be 
conducted early this May at Banshee to prepare 
for the fall.  A majority of the instructors are 
confirmed for the 2017-18, several are still in 
work. 

About Banshee Reeks VMN 

The Banshee Reeks chapter of the Virginia 
Master Naturalist program is a volunteer corps 
focused on education, outreach, conservation, 
and management of the natural resources in 
Virginia.  The chapter was founded in 2006 and 
focuses on Loudoun County and hosts many 
events at Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve.  We 
are always looking for new members and like-
minded organizations. 

To find out more, visit our website at 
http://www.vmnbansheereeks.org/ or email us 
at vmnbansheereeks@gmail.com. 

And join our Facebook group: 
Virginia Master Naturalist-Banshee Reeks Chapter 

 

mailto:wmkcour@gmail.com
mailto:ron.circe@loudoun.gov
http://www.vmnbansheereeks.org/
mailto:vmnbansheereeks@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/85938625582/
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